
2nd Division CRITERIA 
Updated 12/12/2022 

 

1. Payment to players is not permitted. This also includes 'sign on fees'. A travel allowance or 
minimum out of pocket expenses is permitted to ensure playing in this competition does not 
disadvantage players. 

 

2. No players are eligible to play in the Illawarra Rugby League Shield (2nd Division) competition 
within 3 seasons of such representation as specified below: 

 
- NRL 
- Jersey Flegg (u20s) 
- State Cup competitions (NSW and QLD) 
- Ron Massey Cup (NSW) and FOGS Cup (Qld) 
- CRL Tier 1 or Tier 2 Group and/or Divisional representative, first grade competitions  
or competitions considered to be of comparable standing (eg NRL = ESL) 

 
3. Where a club competes in the Illawarra Rugby League senior grades and enters a team into the 

2nd Division competition (Illawarra Shield), the club must submit to the League the names of up 
to 27 names who will participate in the 2nd Division competition prior to the commencement of 
the Shield Competition. A 2nd Division nominated player may only be permitted to play no 
more than four (4) games in a higher division. 

 

4. The 2nd Division competition recognizes and supports the outcomes and objectives of the 
NSWRL Player Points Index System (PPIS). The Illawarra Rugby League aims to transition 
towards the full adoption of the PPIS. For the 2023 season, the 2nd Division will adopt the 
following: 

 

• 2nd Division points cap of a maximum (thirty-two) 32 points per game. 

• Each player will be assigned a minimum (one) 1 point. 

• Any transferring player into a 2nd Division club will not be assessed as “impact” transfers i.e. 
25 points will not be attributed to the player. 

• 2nd Division players are to be assessed as per NSWRL PPIS Category A: 1 – 4 Developing player 
Criteria. 
(As per section 2 above, players with “First Grade” experience within the last three years are 
ineligible to compete in 2nd Division) 

 

5. As per NSWRL PPIS, the Onus is on the participating club to manage their points. Clubs must 
submit their nominated players and points to the League no less than 7 days prior to Round 1. 
Should a club seek exceptions to the above, they must make a submission to the Illawarra 
Rugby League for review and determination, clubs must allow at least 7 days for any 
submissions to be considered. 


